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Background

March 11, 2011 
ï 8.9 magnitude earthquake off the east coast of Honshu, Japan 

ï Subsequent tsunami devastates northeast coastal region

March 12-15, 2011
ï Fukushima Dai-Ichi nuclear power plant loses power and flow of 

cooling water to the reactors is disrupted. 

ï Explosion at Reactor 1 damages secondary containment unit  

ï Explosion at Reactor 3 with indications of radiation leak/release

ï Explosion at Reactor 2, indications of possible radiation 
leak/release

ï Fire at Reactor 4 and reports of low water levels in spent fuel 
storage pools



FDA Response ïEarly Phase

Initial focus on gathering and confirming 

information

Incident Management Group established

Formal interdepartmental/interagency 

communications/coordination established 

ï Emergency Support Function 8  (Public Health and 

Medical Services)

Further Federal scientific/technical 

communications 

ï Advisory Team for Environment, Food and Health



FDA Response ïEarly Phase

Communications with States and Territories
ï Initial focus on Hawaii, Alaska, and other West Coast states

ïAlso Guam, American Samoa, and the Marianas Islands

ïAdapt existing mechanisms for large multi-state calls

Updated assessments of resources and capacity
ïScientific expertise

ï Inspectional expertise

ïLaboratory capacity:  FDA, FERN

ïEquipment and supplies available for loan or donation

ïPersonnel available for deployment



FDA Response ïEarly Phase

Interagency discussions and assessment of 

potential for effects on foods produced 

domestically 

Interagency discussions regarding 

resources/capacity and strategy for import 

monitoring



Domestically Produced Food ïSome Key 

Considerations

Total activity present in reactor fuel

Nature of individual release(s) of radioactive 

material

Prevailing weather conditions

Distances between Japan and U.S. 

Early interagency consensus ïExtremely 

low potential for effects on foods produced 

domestically



FDAôs Domestic Strategy

Coordinate closely with Government of Japan, NRC 
and DOE on reactor status and related technical 
issues  

Coordinate closely with NOAA on weather 
conditions and related issues, potential triggers for 
increased domestic surveillance

Coordinate closely with USDA and EPA on U.S. 
environmental monitoring, potential triggers for 
increased domestic surveillance

Adjust approach as data and information warrant


