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What Is A Special Event

ÅAny event where large crowds gather and consume 
food & drink, may pose significant food safety and 
defense risks, milk, juice, ready-to-eat foods, high risk

ÅNSSE National Special Security Event, Secret Service 
is lead agency, often requests FDA participation 
regarding food safety

ÅAny event may increase food safety concerns and 
require collaboration between federal, state & local 
health agencies

ÅFDA assistance often requested by states during 
events or FDA may create special assignments during 
events to test preparedness



Food Safety During Special Events

ÅFood safety and food defense during special events is 
part of FDAõs overall strategy to protect nations food 
supply

ÅAs food chain becomes more global it is more 
important to look not only at vendors themselves but 
also to production paths foods have moved along

ÅFDA Goals are to exercise the planning and 
implementation of coordinated approaches for food 
safety during high profile events among federal, state 
and local agency partners

ÅExamine traceability of high risk foods served during 
events farm to plate and harvest vessel to plate







State & Local Roles During A Special Event

ÅState & local partners often asked to conduct 

inspections of retail food outlets (hotels) & food 

service vendors and caterers servicing the event

ÅFERN (Food Emergency Response Network) 

labs often tasked with conducting lab analysis

ÅDissemination & distribution of ALERT 

information

ÅRecord collection & Trace back information

ÅInspections may extend to distributors, 

warehouses and other suppliers



Food Emergency Response Network 

(FERN)

Integrate the nationõs multilevel food-testing laboratories to 

detect, identify, respond to and recover from a 

bioterrorism or public health emergency/outbreaks

involving the food supply.

ðHSPD-5: Management of Domestic Incidents

ðHSDP-7: Critical Infrastructure Identification, Prioritization, and Protection 

ðHSPD-8: National Preparedness

ðHSPD-9: Defense of U.S. Food and Agriculture



FERN Members
Á157 Laboratories representing 50 US States and Puerto Rico have 

satisfactorily completed FERN Laboratory Qualification Checklists

Á35 Federal (FDA, USDA/FSIS, APHIS, AMS, DHS, DOD, CBP)

Á111 State/Territory members

Á11 local

Disciplines

Á105 participants for chemical analyses

Á120 participants for microbiological 

analyses

Á35 participants for radiological analyses





Environmental Health Responsibilities 

During Special Events

ÅInspection, permitting and enforcement of 

establishments

ÅDrinking water, liquid and solid wastes & disposal

ÅVector control

ÅShelter and mass care sanitation

ÅMedical and or hazardous  waste containment and 

management

ÅAnimal concerns, petting zooõs, Zoonotic illness



Top Health Risks During Events

ÅFood borne illness, result of intentional or 

unintentional contamination

ÅSexually transmitted infections

ÅActs of bioterrorism or deliberate contamination

ÅChemical or radiation events

ÅInjuries, weather related illness

ÅBedbugs

ÅCO2 poisoning from temporary heat, generators 

etc.



Epidemiology & Disease Outbreak 

Investigations

ÅInvestigates cases to determine actual extent and 

potential spread of disease

ÅWork closely with REHS to identify potential 

sources

ÅFollow up until all infected or affected persons 

treated (if necessary), all contacts have been 

made, and at risk persons interviewed or 

received preventative treatment

ÅIf needed, Epi RRT activate to increase capacity 

during an outbreak



EXAMPLES OF SPECIAL EVENTS COVERED BY THE FDA

AND STATE AND LOCAL PARTNERS

Å1996 and 2002 Olympics

ÅDemocratic and Republican Conventions & Caucuses

ÅG-8 and G-20 Conferences

ÅPresidential Campaign functions

Å2007 Army-Navy Game

Å2005 and 2009 Presidential Inaugurations

Å2010 Nuclear Security Summit (G46)

Å2010 World Equestrian Olympics

ÅFDA may issue assignments to cover any event to 
demonstrate cooperative efforts including inspections, 
sampling, record collection and trace back activities.
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WHY IS IT IMPORTANT TO MONITOR  
FOOD and OTHER OPERATIONS? 

TERRORISM FROM THE PAST

Å1981 ðOregon Cult

ÅBought Big Muddy Ranch

ÅWent from calm to violent

ÅUse Salmonella Typhi

Å1984 - Contaminated 10 
Salad Bars

ÅPurpose: to control 
election outcome

ÅMore than 700 persons ill

ÅState did not know until 
protester arrested
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TERRORISM FROM THE PAST

ÅDecember 8, 2004

ÅRunning for President

ÅUkraine Presidential 
opposition accused

ÅHigh dose - Dioxin - in 
food

ÅEasy access inside by 
dinner employees

ÅYushenko nearly lost 
his life - later won the 
election



ARE YOU READY FOR A SPECIAL 
EVENT IN YOUR JURISDICTION?

Å How do you respond?

1. Pull the team 

together

2. Spend some 

thoughtful 

moments

3. Consider your 

challenge

4. Develop a plan

5. Implement Plan



NSSE NUCLEAR SECURITY SUMMIT

WASHINGTON DC

APRIL 12 & 13, 2010



SUCCESS TO OPERATIONS

ÅEXPERIENCED TEAM

ðUnited States Secret Service

ðDistrict of Columbia Department of Health

ðFDA Regional Food Specialist

ðFDA Emergency Response Coordinators

ðFDA BALT -DO Investigators

ðWhite House Military Mess

ðWell Seasoned Caterer



SUCCESS TO OPERATIONS

ÅTeam Assembly

ÅPlanning Meetings with Primary Caterer

ÅFacility Review/Corrections Before Start

ÅPreliminary Field Work

ÅTraining Provided to Regulatory & Industry

ÅEvent Coverage

ÅDaily Reports (Situation Reports)

ÅSerious Dedication by All Parties



SECURITY STARTED EARLY


